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"Oh God!" I said in my turn. The others stirred
uneasily and asked what was the matter. I lay for a while
wondering how many nights of this were yet to come and
praying that there would not be many. Then I got up, too,
and stamped up and down the beach. And presently the
others, one by one, crawled out with heavy sleepless eyes and
limbs trembling with cold. We ran up and down upon the
shingle and beat our hands upon our thighs.
The air temperature outside was too high for our igloo.
It was scarcely below freezing. Only a very thin film of ice
had formed upon the fresh water in the bucket which we had
left outside the entrance. Throughout the night our house
had been melting very slowly round us. We had put our-
selves in a refrigerating chamber for the night. Evidently it
was not quite as the Eskimo does it.
The ship was not there next day, the sixth since we had
left our camp. But the weather relented and, as though for
our especial benefit, our beach and its mountain became a
little oasis of sunshine. A blue flat sea lapped gently upon
the shingle and played with a kind of surprised innocence
around the rampart of ice blocks which yesterday its fury
had thrown up. The evil spirit was taking a day off. Yet
out at sea and over the glaciers thick fog writhed and coiled,
lifted a little and closed down. It almost hid the icebergs
whose white shapes were faintly seen through its shifting veils.
We took new life. We slept upon the shingle in the warm
sun. We washed in snow water heated over a brazier which
George had brought ashore from the Rapid. We dried our
clothes, spreading them out thankfully like an offering upon
the stones. We felt certain, now that the blood pumped
through our arteries with something of its old vigour, that
the ship would come to-morrow. And even if she did not
life was not so bad upon our beach. When at last the sun
sank and the fog began to roll in from the sea, laying cold
hands upon us again, we tilted up the pram somewhere else
and built a better house.